SCC  Meeting         

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.

Leader:
Let us open our hearts to the Lord, who led us to the mountaintop and allowed us to hear the voice of God.

(Observe a period of silence, allowing the Lord to give us his peace.
Gather the Fragments

Look back on your walk with the Lord and see where you have encountered the presence of God.  Where have you given and received love?  When have you felt most connected: to God, to others, to the world around you?  When did you feel most alive today?  In what instances have you succeeded in giving without counting the cost? 

Where in your walk this day did the Lord seem absent from your path?  When did you give and receive the least love today?  When did you most feel life draining out of you?  When did you feel most alone and unconnected?  When did you give in to temptation?  What opportunities did you pass up to bring Christ into your world?

Encounter with the Word of God

Gospel reading: Matthew 25:31-46 

31 "When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. 34 Then the King will say to those at his right hand, `Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 

37 Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40 And the King will answer them, `Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.' 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, `Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, `Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he will answer them, `Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.' 46 And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
Breaking open the Word
Re-read the passage again, silently and share a phrase or sentance from the reading that strikes you, or something you identify with.

Meditation:  I’m skinny.  I was born skinny and grew up skinny.  I’m also Irish/German.  I don’t tan.  I have never tanned.  I have tried to tan, got burned and turned pale again.  I always wanted to gain a few pounds and get a tan like everyone else.  I hated being the smallest kid in the class.  What I would have given back then just to fit in with the kids around me instead of being forced to be sport for the other kids in school and be made to fight my best friend who was also small.  
Being someone who doesn’t look like everyone else is a bad thing.  Nothing promotes individuality as well as being different.  Especially, being weaker different.  People can’t relate to you when you’re different.  They’re better than you.  They take advantage of you.  They make life difficult for you.  They control you.  They don’t give you the same opportunities that other more conforming looking people get. And God forbid there is a crowd of them and you…………….it could get dangerous with a mob mentality.  So why am I telling you this?

Anyone who has grown up different than the rest can relate to what I’m referring to.  Maybe you were fat.  Maybe you were a nerd.  Maybe your ideas were always outside the norm or maybe your clothes didn’t look like everyone else’s.  Maybe you were not as well off as most of the kids, your clothes were worn or your shoes were not PF flyers or Converse.  Whatever the reason that set you apart from the rest, you know what this reading is about.  For me, it all comes together in the last 2 lines of the reading. 45 Then he will answer them, `Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.' 46 And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
Of course the examples I’m using here refer to school age children, but perhaps there’s no better example to use.  We learn how to behave at that age, and we continue to behave that way throughout life.  We have read that thinner more beautiful people get the jobs first.  We know that most of America wants to throw illegal immigrants out of the country while others wish to deny them healthcare in our hospitals.  The majority of Americans are against blanket citizenship for the illegal aliens and would even separate families to remove them from our shores.  How many times do I feel  sympathy for a terribly overweight individual?  Almost never.  I can even think worse things when I see them.  How many times do I ignore someone begging for change?  Walk by a homeless man and feel nothing?  I’m as guilty if not more than anyone else when it comes to stereotypes or pre-conceived notions of people.  I’m not proud of it. And after being picked on as a kid I still haven’t learned.   I’m working on it. And I’d better learn it fast.  For whatever I say think or do for the least of my brothers that I do unto Him. 

Faith Sharing:

1. What can I do to change the attitude or stereotypes I perceive?
2. Are there other ways we judge books by their covers?
      3.  What can we do with our Cornerstone skills, to increase faith awareness within the      
            parish?
Closing Prayer
All: Heavenly Father as we come to the end of our time together we thank you for what has been accomplished here today. May the matters discussed serve as a catalyst to move us forward and cause us to advance and see growth in all areas of our lives. May we leave here recognizing You are the God of all wisdom and You are willing to lead us forward. This we pray in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen

Leader: May God bless us so that we might be a blessing for those around us.

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

