
Dear Families: 

 

As this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Fr. Mike and Pastor Sweet (from 

the Grace Lutheran Church) have joined together to commemorate this event. 

 

Fr. Mike is inviting your family to participate in Reverse Advent (as explained below). 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4eaaa922a02-advent1 or call the 

Office of Faith Formation at 201-265-6019. 

• Pick up Advent Calendar (provided to us by the Grace Lutheran Church) and candle from the Office of Faith 

Formation to be used in daily prayer as a family. 

• Come to 9:30 Mass and bring the items listed below. 

 

 

Here is the letter from Fr. Mike and Pastor Sweet: 

 

Advent is more than just another season it's a SEE-SON! It's time to wait and watch eagerly for our Savior to 

appear! And it is also a time to show Christ to others in what we say and do. The tags on the presents may say "don't 

open until Christmas," but Advent is all about opening up right now. We are asking you to open your heart to 

receive God's great gifts this Advent SEE-SON and see how God uses you as his gift to share with the world.  

 

This Advent, Rev. Stephen E. Sweet (Grace Lutheran Church) and Rev Michael J. Sheehan (St. Peter's Roman 

Catholic Church) invite you to a journey with them, so together we can respond to the hunger and poverty that affect 

our neighbors. During the four weeks of Advent our churches, school and Sunday School have been invited to 

participate in Reverse Advent! Reverse Advent is where we give something instead of just receiving something. 

Each week we are asking you to bring the requested items to help those in need. Here at St. Peter's we invite you to 

bring the requested items to the 9:30 mass: 

 

Sunday, November 27 - Week  1 - Hope:  and hope doesn't disappoint us, because God's love has been poured 

into our hearts; all of us are washed in the blood of our Savior and cleansed from our sins. This week we ask that 

you bring in cleaning supplies, toilet paper, shampoo, soap, toothpaste, diapers, baby products etc. 

 

Sunday, December 4 - Week  2 - Peace: your faith has made you well, go in peace; when one is filled with peace 

they can feel the warmth of God's love. This week we are asking you to help those who need warm clothing, so 

please bring in hats, gloves/mittens and scarves. If possible, even coats. 

 

Sunday, December  11 - Week 3 - Joy: giving rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and 

your hearts with joy; this week we are asking you to purchase Target or Shop Rite gift cards to distribute to our 

clients at St. Peter's food pantry. (Grace Lutheran Church is partnering with St. John's Lutheran Church that 

provides Breakfast and communion every Sunday morning in the parking lot of Home Depot and they are asking 

their families for monetary donations to support this). 

 

Sunday, December 18 - Week  4 - Love:  God is love; may the God of hope fill you all with joy and peace in 

believing, so that you may abound in hope; your gifts reflect God's love, making a difference in the lives of so many 

less fortunate in this world. This week we ask you to bring PERISHABLE ITEMS, such as butter, milk and eggs. 

 

Together we can do more than we ever could alone, making a huge collective impact on the needs of our church our 

neighbor and the world. As we come together as two churches under one God, our hope is this "Reverse Advent 

SEE-SON" helps deepen your Advent experience, enriches your Christmas preparations as we await our Savior 

who comes offering hope, peace, joy, and love for all! 

 

God's Blessings Always! 


