
So often when we talk about Social Justice people often think of one 

issue that is particularly important and dear to them. This is only  

natural; people may have been touched by a particular issue in their 

own lives or in their families or neighborhood. We need people like 

that because they often are those who keep these different issues on 

our radar screens. They passion and commitment can make all the 

differences in these areas. 

 
In this issue of our newsletter I wanted to provide an overview of a 

number of issues. Issues that affect us personally here in the       

Archdiocese and those that affect our brothers and sisters around 

the world. At a time where many people are losing hope because of 

the suffering of so many it is good to hear the work of the Church 

being done around the world. There are a number of articles in this 

issue that explain the work of Caritas and Catholic Relief Services 

around the world. Also there are articles that speak of the issues we 

are facing in our own state and Archdiocese. We are called to re-

member that the pursuit of justice is both local and global. 

 

In the Spring, the Human Concerns Office will be offering an        

assessment tool for parishes throughout the Archdiocese. It is a   

simple survey to assess the work of your Social Concerns        

Committee and the others who work in your outreach ministries. It 

will be sent to parishes and available on the website in the next 

month or so. 
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What do we mean by poverty? 

 
The experience of poverty in New Jersey encompasses a broad spectrum of individuals and families facing eco-

nomic struggle. The spectrum includes people with very low incomes facing dire deprivation and daily sacrific-

es. It also includes many among the working poor, who are often ignored by official poverty statistics but who 

nevertheless experience real and harmful economic challenges. 

 

New Jersey Poverty Trends 

 
While New Jersey’s official poverty rate is lower than the national rate, this number obscures the true scope 

of economic struggle in New Jersey because of the state’s cost of living. As a result, in New Jersey we have to 

look beyond the federal poverty level (FPL) to understand who is really struggling. An income of 200% FPL 

(twice the federal poverty level, or $47,668 for a family of 4) comes closer to the actual income needed to 

meet basic needs.  At this level, we see that 1 in 4 New Jersey residents are struggling, and this percentage of 

our population is rising.  
*Source: The Real Cost of Living in New Jersey, Legal Services of New Jersey, May 2013. 

 
 While New Jersey is ranked number four in per capita income in the United States, in 2013 this measure rose 

at a rate below inflation and below the national average. Income growth across the state’s counties has also 

been uneven. The state’s high long-term unemployment rate, slow job growth, and unemployment rate mean 

that this is still a difficult time for many middle- and low-income families. APN is working to promotes policies 

that support broad access to opportunities for hard working New Jerseyans, as well as a strong safety net for 

those who are unable to work at any given time. 

 

How can we respond? 

 
Understood this way, poverty is a complex and systemic problem and there is no one-size-fits-all solution. At a 

minimum, our statewide effort to prevent, reduce, and end poverty must work on two fundamental levels: 

 

•to increase the opportunities and reduce the daily challenges for people living in poverty, and 

•to promote a more equitable and effective social system that builds the common good. 

 
Reprinted from the Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. www.antipovertynetwork.org  

Poverty in New Jersey  
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Border Bishop Urges Congress To Pass Comprehensive Immigration Reform Instead Of Harsh 

Enforcement Bills 

 

February 11, 2015 

 

Bills would hurt immigrant and refugee children 

Undocumented persons would be subject to criminal penalties 

Religious who provide basic needs to immigrants would be criminalized 

 

WASHINGTON—Bishop Gerald Kicanas of Tucson, Arizona, testified on behalf of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Committee on Migration before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration 

and Border Security, February 11, in opposition to three enforcement-only bills. Collectively, the bills would 

harm immigrant and refugee children; criminalize undocumented persons and those who provide them with 

basic needs assistance, including religious and church workers; and permit states and localities to create and 

enforce their own immigration laws. 

 
In his statement before the subcommittee, Bishop Kicanas said the three bills “would take our nation in the 

wrong direction,” and fail to fix our nation’s immigration system. Instead, he urged the subcommittee to pass 

comprehensive immigration reform legislation, including a path to citizenship for the undocumented. 

 
“Mr. Chairman, we believe these bills would not fix our immigration system,” Bishop Kicanas said. “Rather, 

they would make it less just and would undermine our nation’s moral authority, both domestically and global-

ly.” 

 
Bishop Kicanas pointed to the numerous provisions in the three bills which would harm immigrant and refugee 

children, including repeal of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, affecting 600,000 

children, and the repeal of protections for unaccompanied alien children fleeing violence in Central America, 

subjecting them to return to possible harm without the benefit of an immigration hearing. 

 
“Our country is judged by how we treat the most vulnerable and the removal of protections from children ¬–

both in the DACA program and those seeking refuge– flies against human decency and violates human dignity. 

We should not punish these children, who themselves are innocent and are only seeking opportunity and safe-

ty.” 

 
Finally, Bishop Kicanas pointed to provisions in the Secure and Fortify Enforcement (SAFE) Act which would 

criminalize undocumented persons and those who transport them, including religious and lay faith-based work-

ers, to a hospital, soup kitchen, or Mass. 

 
Citing similar provisions in a 2006 bill which sparked protests across the country, Bishop Kicanas asked: “As a 

nation, do we want to go down this road again? Do we want to criminalize millions of persons who have built 

equities in this country, jail them, and separate them from their families? Instead of fixing a broken system, 

would we want to jail nuns and other good samaritans who are simply aiding their fellow human beings, con-

sistent with their faith?” 

 

Justice for Immigrants (JFI) 

Page 3 SPRING ISSUE 



Human Concerns Herald Page 4 



SPRING ISSUE Page 5 



February 24, 2015 
 
WASHINGTON—In the wake of the brutal murders of twenty one Coptic Christians at the hands 

of the Islamic State (ISIS) in Libya, increased support to protect religious minorities and civilians 

should be combined with adequate humanitarian assistance and other assets, said the president of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and the chairman of the USCCB Committee on 

International Justice and Peace.   
 
“Pope Francis and the Holy See have reiterated on a number of occasions that it is ‘licit’ to use 

force to stop these unjust aggressors and to protect religious minorities and civilians from these 

horrendous attacks,” said Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, USCCB president, 

and Bishop Oscar Cantú of Las Cruces, New Mexico, chairman of the USCCB Committee on In-

ternational Justice and Peace, in a February 23 letter sent to President Obama and the U.S. House 

and Senate leadership. “They have emphasized that the use of military force must be proportionate 

and discriminate, and employed within the framework of ‘international and humanitarian law.’” 
 
As Congress considers the Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF), the bishops urged 

them to review it within the context of humanitarian law. “The United States should only use mili-

tary force consistent with ‘international and humanitarian law.’ At the same time, we must deploy 

other assets in the struggle against terrorism.”   
 
Quoting the post-9/11 statement of the U.S. bishops, they reiterated: “While military action may 

be necessary, it is by no means sufficient to deal with this terrorist threat.” The bishops noted: 

“Inclusive governance and meaningful participation in political and economic life inoculate popula-

tions against the false promises of extremism.” 
 
The letter also addressed the need for humanitarian and resettlement assistance. Bishop Cantú 

witnessed the situation first hand during a recent solidarity visit to the Kurdish region of Iraq 

where the terror of the “Islamic State” has forced hundreds of thousands of Syrians and Iraqis –

including Christians, Yezidis and Muslims– to flee their homes. “They arrive often with only the 

clothes on their backs. Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is working with the local Church to assist 

the displaced without regard to creed, but the needs are overwhelming. More than one Catholic 

bishop begged us to urge our government to provide both protection and more humanitarian as-

sistance,” the bishops wrote. 
 
“Our delegation to Iraq also met with some very vulnerable refugees and displaced Syrians and Ira-

qis who will not be able to return to their homes. Some have health conditions, others have lost a 

bread winner, and still others are orphaned,” the bishops wrote on the magnitude of the crisis. 

“The most vulnerable of this population need to have the option of resettlement to a third coun-

try. The United States should accept its share of these vulnerable cases.” 
 

The full text of the letter is available at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/

letters-president-obama-congressional-leaders-on-religious-freedom-violations-middle-east-2015-

02-23.cfm 

U.S. Catholic Bishops Urgently Call for Greater Protection of Middle East Religious Minorities 
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The Archdiocese of Newark has been an active member of the New 

Jersey Coalition Against Human Trafficking for several years. Begun 

before the Super Bowl came to New Jersey since major sporting 

events are often hubs for human trafficking activity, this interfaith 

group is still working to ensure that this issue remain as a center of 

our social justice concerns. Printed below are answers to basic ques-

tions many people have around this issue. If you are looking for more information about the Coalition 

please contact the Human Concerns office: grafftim@rcan.org 

 

What is Human Trafficking? 
Human Trafficking is a form of modern day slavery.  It is a rapidly growing criminal industry second 

only to drug dealing and equal in scope to arms dealing.  Human Trafficking involves the use of force, 

fraud and/or coercion for the purpose of sexual exploitation or forced labor.  
Contrary to popular belief, under federal and state law, Human Trafficking does not require move-

ment of people across borders. There are many millions of slaves worldwide. The U.S. State Depart-

ment estimates that 600,000-800,000 people are trafficked in the United States annually.   
New Jersey is a prime location for Human Trafficking because it is a major national and international 

transportation and shipping corridor. 

 

Who Are the Victims? 
 Human Trafficking is a hidden crime that is seriously under-reported.  Within the U.S., both citizens 

and foreign nationals – women, men, and children – can fall prey to traffickers who may threaten 

their lives and those of their families, isolate victims and/or make it impossible for them to escape. 

Many victims trafficked into the U.S. do not speak or understand English and are unable to communi-

cate to seek rescue. 
• Sex Trafficking -- Victims of sex trafficking can be found working for massage parlors, brothels, strip   

clubs, escort services and on the street.  They may be children, teenagers or adults lured by false    

promises and ultimately forced into prostitution. 
• Labor Trafficking --Victims of labor trafficking can be found in many types of domestic and non-

domestic situations.    They work as nannies and maids, in sweatshops, janitorial jobs, restaurants, 

hair and nail salons, in street sales and on construction sites and farms.  The victims are trapped into 

a cycle of debt, forcing them into involuntary servitude, debt bondage and slavery.  

• Minors -- More than 50% of victims worldwide are estimated to be under the age of 18. 
Under U.S. law, any person under 18 involved in the commercial sex industry is considered a Human 

Trafficking victim. 

 

What Can You Do? 
• Educate yourself, your family, your community, your synagogue, church or mosque about Human 

Trafficking. 

• Advocate for national and state policies and legislation directed toward abolishing trafficking. 

• Give time and money to organizations that fight trafficking and provide services to survivors. 

• Shop conscientiously by asking questions about a product’s source and choosing fair trade certified   

 products when available. 

 

Community awareness of how to identify potential trafficking situations can be the difference be-

tween slavery and freedom.     

 

Report suspicious activity to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center 1-888-3737-888. 

 
To become involved in the NJ Coalition Against Human Trafficking contact crc@jfedgmw.org or call 

973-929-3087 

What is Human Trafficking? 
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BALTIMORE, MD, January 12, 2015 – Five years after being devastated in Haiti’s 

horrific earthquake, St. Francois de Sales Hospital will celebrate its reopening this 

week at its original site in the heart of downtown Port-au-Prince. 

 
The rebuilding has transformed one of the country’s oldest Catholic hospitals into 

a modern teaching facility that will train medical professionals and serve as a model 

for providing quality care to the poor around the country. 

 
“The new St. Francois de Sales Hospital is more than a first-rate medical facility,” 

said Carolyn Woo, president and chief executive officer of Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS), which was instrumental in the rebuilding. “It will also be an important part 

of the future of medicine in Haiti through its training mission even as it provides 

the quality healthcare the poor of this country need and deserve.” 

 
The 200-bed, 125,000-square-foot facility, which is owned and operated by the Ro-

man Catholic Archdiocese of Port-au-Prince, will be dedicated Jan. 15 at a ceremo-

ny to be attended by Church leaders from Haiti and the United States. Donors for 

the $22.8 million project include The Catholic Health Association of the United 

States and the Sur Futuro Foundation, a private non-profit organization in the Do-

minican Republic. 

 
“Having worked in the country alongside the Haitian Church since the 1950s, CRS 

knows the importance of facilities like St. Francois de Sales that provide services to 

the most impoverished people in Port-au-Prince,” Woo said. “CRS is proud to 

have played a role and remains committed to helping the country.” 

 
St. Francois de Sales features services in pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, in-

ternal medicine, surgery, orthopedics, and outpatient and emergency care. The 

hospital is equipped with an ambulance system, a rarity in Haiti’s challenged 

healthcare environment, to provide rapid, life-saving transport to patients in and 

around Port-au-Prince. A new electronic medical management information system 

will allow staff to track individual patients and monitor their care. 

 

For more than a century, St. Francois de Sales has provided healthcare to the poor-

est and most vulnerable people in Haiti’s capital. The Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake de-

stroyed 80 percent of its buildings and killed about 70 staff and patients. Within 

days, hospital and CRS staff salvaged an emergency facility from the rubble and con-

tinued to treat patients with critical injuries, saving lives and limbs. After the initial 

emergency phase, the Archdiocese of Port-au-Prince and CRS joined forces to re-

build the hospital. 

5 Years After Haiti Earthquake, a Landmark Hospital Is Rebuilt 
 by Jim Stipe  
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Archdiocese of Newark 

171 Clifton Avenue 
P O Box 9500 

Newark, New  Jersey 07104-0500 

 
Phone: 973-497-4341 

Fax: 973-497-4317 

Email: grafftim@rcan.org 
Website: www.rcan.org/humanconcerns 

To continue the mission of Jesus bringing glad tidings to 

the poor... Proclaiming liberty to captives and recovery of 

sight to the blind, letting the oppressed go free and  

announcing a year acceptable to the Lord. 

 

(Luke 4: 18-19) 
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